
Picture Book Questions
Short essay questions for middle schoolers about easy to read picture books

The Sneeches by Dr. Seuss

1. How do the Star-Bellied Sneeches treat the ones without stars? Give specific examples. 
What real world situations do you think the Sneeches are a metaphor for?

2. How does McBean exploit the Sneeches? What statement do you think Seuss is making 
about capitalism?

Yertle the Turtle by Dr. Seuss

1. What power does Mack have that no one else has? In what way is Mack's power 
unexpected?

2. What happens as Yertle rises higher? What do you think Seuss was trying to say about 
leaders and power with Yertle?

3. This book is often seen as a metaphor for revolution. How do the events in the story 
compare to historical revolutions you may know about?

One Morning in Maine by Robert McCloskey

1. How does McCloskey repeat the book's theme of growth and change in various ways 
throughout the story? Are there any ways that he emphasizes the theme that are surprising?

2. This book uses strong imagery to paint a vivid picture of Sal's world. Where does Sal live 
and what is different about her life there? Use quotes to give specific examples of the strong 
imagery in the story.

Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson

1. Are the things that Harold draws real? Give evidence from the story to support your answer.

2. What are some of the things that Harold draws that cause problems? How does he solve 
those problems? What lesson do you think readers are meant to take away from those parts 
of the story?

Frederick by Leo Leonni

1. Why do the other mice dislike Frederick? Do you think Frederick pulls his weight by the end
of the story? Why or why not?

2. What do you think Leonni is trying to say about the nature of work and art in Frederick?



A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon

1. What are some of the cures that don't work for Carmila Cream? Why don't they work?

2. What is the ultimate cause of Carmila's stripes? Have you ever had a time when you had a 
“case of the stripes”? What did you do about it?

The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein

1. Many people have criticized The Giving Tree because they see the boy as selfish and self-
centered. Is the boy selfish? Back up your answer with evidence from the text.

2. The tree gives to the boy without expecting anything in return. Should there be a limit on 
giving? Could the tree love the boy without giving so much? Do you think the tree gives too 
much in the end?

3. What is the message about happiness at the end of the story? Are the tree or the boy 
happy? Does their happiness matter?

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Numeroff

1. How does the story use unexpected outcomes to generate humor? Who do children 
hearing the book read aloud identify with and how does that increase the humor?

Stellaluna by Janell Cannon

1. Stellaluna uses onomatopoeia several times in the story. Find examples of onomatopoeia 
and explain how they enhance the story. What are other words that have interesting sounds in
the book and how do they enhance the story?

2. Family and differences are two of the main themes of the story. What do you think the 
ultimate message of the book is? What does Stellaluna learn by the end of the story?

Frog and Toad Together by Arnold Lobel

1. How do Frog and Toad's personalities differ? Give specific examples. Do the differences in 
their personalities make them better or worse friends?

2. Frog and Toad stories often use the “rule of three” to make the story work. Can you find 
examples of ways in which Lobel puts things in threes to make the stories stronger?

3. In “Dragons and Giants”, Frog and Toad want to be brave. Are they brave in the course of 
the story? Why or why not?

4. In “The Dream”, what does Toad dream is happening to Frog? What fear does his dream 
express?

5. Readers often identify with Frog or Toad more. Which character do you identify with more 
and why? Give specific examples from the book and from your life.


